Workshop 10: Evaluating Designs
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Part One
Below are examples of two flyers.  Analyze the design of each example in terms of PARC, typography and color, as explained in the course content for this week.  Decide which design (or parts of a design) are successful and/or unsuccessful and write an evaluation.  Be sure to use the terminology from our course content.



Part Two
Read the responses of your classmates.  Write a response to at least three.  Do you agree or disagree with your classmates' assessments?  Why or why not?
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Flyer 1: RAISE Fact Sheet: Gender Based Violence
Proximity: The spacing is a strength.  There is a lot of information included, but the design fits it all in without clustering the pages.  White space is still utilized effectively.
Alignment: Not a fan so much of the alignment.  Line-to-line, it's fine - they all match width.  The problem arises in how each section is presented.  I had trouble figuring out which section to read next due to the presentation of information under each section. The horizontal alignment of the second page was thrown off by first-page information spilling over.
Repetition: Some of the information is repetitive, but it is not necessarily bad.  It seems more for emphasis than anything.
Contrast: The contrast is a strong suit.  The use of gold bullet points was creative, as was the red font for some subsections (I would have used it on the first page as well).  The contrast is very pleasing visually.
Flyer 2: Fact Sheet: Girls Affected by Violence
Proximity: Overall, the spacing is decent.  It's a bit crowded at the top, so the graphic could be decreased slightly.  The text is also small and difficult to read in some places. White space is still used rather effectively. 
Alignment: I like the alignment overall.  My one gripe with it is the centered font on the bottom-right of the second page; I think it throws off the aesthetic.  Some of the first page text could also have been aligned better horizontally so the columns match.
Repetition: As with the first flyer, there is not much repetition, but given the grave context of the flyer, it would really only serve as emphasis anyway.
Contrast: This is where the flyer really struggles.  The gray and reddish font colors are way too light, and the black font is way too small.  In fact, the only decent font colors are included on words which are barely legible due to size.  The color scheme is a mess overall; it is very unsightly.  Furthermore, the hand-written style of font is visually unpleasing as well.  

